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Ir you ſhould ſee a flock of pigeons in a field of corn; and if (inftead of 
zach picking where, or what it liked, taking juſt as much as it wanted, and 
no more) you ſhould ſee ninety and nine of them gathering all they got intq 
a heap, reſerving nothing for themſelves, but the CHAFF & REFUSE keep» 
ing this heap for ONE, and that the wea legt prehaps and worst pigeon 
of the Flock ; fitting round and looking on all the winter, whilſt this ong. 
was devouring, throwing about and waſting it; and, if a pigeon more hardy C 
or hungry than the reſt, touched a grain of the hoard, all the others inſtantly 
flying upon it, and tearing it to pieces, you would ſee nothing more than is 
praQized eyery day among men. Among men you ſee the ninety and nins 
toiling and ſcratching together a heap of ſuperflaities for ONE; ; getting 
nothing for themſelves allthe while, but a little of the coarſeit oft the proviſi- 

on, which their own labour produces; 5 and this ONE tao, oftentimes the 
feebleſt and warſt of che whole ſet, a ht, a woman, a MADMAN, or 4 
FOOL ; looking quietly on, while they ſee the fruits of all their labour ſpeny 
pr ſpoiled; and it one of them take or touch a particle of i it, the others j Joi 

pgaipſ him and hang him for the Theft, 
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HE (the ſupreme executor) acts contrary to his truſt, 


when he either employs the force, treaſure, and 


offices of the ſcciety, to corrupt the repreſentatives, and 


gain them to his purpoſes; or openly pre-engages the 
electors, and preſcribes to their choice, ſuch, whom he 
has, by ſolicitations, threats, promiſes, or otherwiſe 
won to his deſigns; and employs them to bring in ſuch, 
who, have promiſed before — what to vote, and what 

Thus to regulate candidates and electors, and 
new model the ways of eleftion, what is it but to cut up 
the government by the roots, and poiſon the very foun- 
tain of public ſecurity ? 


To prepare ſuch an aſſembly as this and endeavour to 


ſet up the declared abettors of his own will, for the true 
repreſentatives of the people, and the law makers of the 
ſociety, is certainly as great a breach of truſt, and as 
perfect a declaration of a deſign to ſubvert the govern- 


ment, as is poſſible to be met with. What power they 
ought to have in the ſociety, who thus employ it contrary 


to the truſt which went along with it in its firit inſtitution, 
is eaſy io determine, and one cai.not but ſce, that he 
who has once attempted any ſuch thing as this, cannot 
any longer be trufted FX 555 
5 19 Lock k on Government. 
Mr. Rous, ſpeaking of the French, ſays, To me it 
ſeems, that ſome of their meaſures mult be referred to 
principles not of internal government, but of public 


h-ſtility. They are the meaſures of revenge. The 


French King had endeavoured to evade the Convention 
of the States by every art of a bankrupt court. Refiſted 


in tis new my ofts by the parliaments, he had recourſe 
to the Notables, a body of his own election, When 


; the ir 


— 


— 


A 39 


their authorlly proved inſufficient to levy new taxes, the 
- Rates, indeed, were aſſembled; but the ſtates ſo aſſembled 
were, ko every purpoſe of reform, effectually palſied by the 
_ diviſion of three orders. Compelled at length to abandon 
theſe civil defences of deſpotiſm, the king, abetted by the 
highly beneficed clergy, and a large portion of the nobility, 
threw off the maſk. He aſſembled round the capital a body 
of foreign mercenaries to oppreſs the riſing liberties of the 
nation. That this hoſtile attempt, not to give it a harſher 
name, preceded any one meaſure taken by the National 
Aſſembly, or even a declaration of its principles, (for the 
declaration of rights was not at this period conceived) the 
moſt unbluſhing advocate of arbitrary power will not venture 
to deny. As little can it be denied, that this open avowal 
of an hoſtile mind in the partizans of ancient deſpotiſm, fully 
juſtified every meaſure of ſeverity neceſſary to the public ſafet 
f the ſacrifice made of private rights has exceeded the juſt 
limits of ſecurity for the future, men Days according to their 
ſeveral tempers, throw the principal blame on thoſe who 
provoked, or on thoſe who executed theſe meaſures of pre- 
vention. No judgement formed on this part of the ſubject 
can affect the Engliſh admirers of the French Revolution. 
We all lamented that the occaſion ever exiſted, and deplore 
the ſeverities it has produced. | | | 


/ 


The project of Brutus and Caſſius was ill concerted. 
They acted like citizens, not like ſtateſmen. The citizen 
said, We muſt aſſaſſinate only Cæſar, becauſe Cæſar alone 
oppreſſes us; the ſtateſmen would have ſaid, we muſt diſ- 
patch Cæſar, diſpatch Anthony, ſtifle the ambitious hopes 
of Octavius: it is not ſufficient to puniſh the tyrant, we 
mult deſtroy tyranny ; not enough to gut-down the tree, we 
muſt tear up the very roots of itt. 


When I ſee, ſaid a philoſopher, the potentates of the 
earth, humbled and debaſed, my heart dilates with joy; 
methinks it enlarges my being. | ſee, for inſtance, with 
pleaſure, in the Roman hiſtory, an emperor ſeated on a 
golden throne, habited like Jupiter Capitolinus, giving au- 

_ dience to the ambaſſadors of the Gauls, who having aſked 
a tradeſman whom he obſerved in their retinue, what he 
thought of him, the Gallic ſhoe- maker replied, you appear 
to me to be an exceſſively ridiculous creature. 
EReyflections on theſe who hy their self intereſtad projects, 
| | have merited no reſpect or praiſe, &c, £5 
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In the Memoirs of the Marchioneſs of Pompadour, Vol. 
J. pages 57, 58, 59, Eng. Trans. 1766, may be found 
à very intereſting anecdote, which being contained in a pri- 
vate letter has hitherto not been ſo much noticed as its im- 
portance required. This letter was written by an Engliſh 

Miniſter to Cardinal Fleury. 5 93 A 

E ] penſion, (ſays the Miniſter) half the parliament, 19 
Keep it quiet. But as the King's money is not ſufficient, and 
THEY TO WHOM I GIVE NONE, CLAMOUR LOUDLY FOR A 
WAR; it would be expedient for your Eminence to tranſmit 
me three millions of French livres, in order to filence theſe 
barkers. Gold is a metal which here corrects all ill quali- 
ties in the blood. A penſion of 2000]. a year will make the 
moſt impetuous warrior in Parliament as tame as a lamb.” 

: \ » *-4 VI. 8 

Thbere are certain ſuſpicious minds, ſcared at every thing 
hat has the face of novelty, as if what is in uſe to- day, 
had not been new yeſferday. — — 1 . 

A penetrating and humane citizen is inceſſantly offended at 
the diforder that reigns in his country. Obſervation ſhews 
| him the fauſts of Adminiftrativn, and his ſagacity ſuggeſts 
the means of redreſſing them. Does he publiſh his opinions, 
let him beware leſt he paſs ſor a traitor, cAro's LETTERS, 


* 


Men who are advanced to great ſtations, and are highly 
honoured and rewarded at the public coſt, ought to look upon 
themſelves as creatures of the public, as machines erected, 
and ſet up for the public ſafety. They ought to reflect 
that thouſands, ten thouſands of their countrymen, have 
equal, or perhaps greater qualifications than themſelves ; ard 
that blind Fortune alone has given them their preſent diſtipc- 
tion: that the eftate of the frecholder, the hazard of the 
merchant, and the ſweat of the labourer, all contribute to 
their greatneſs. When once they can ſee themſelves in this 
mirror, they wi}l think nothing ean be too grateful, nothing 
too great or too hazardous to be done for ſuch be nefactors. 
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Every ore in Potſdam knows, that a few year before his 
death, the late king of Pruffia, ſeeing a grearcroud aflembled 
under his windows, and eagerly look up to the palace, he 
aſked one of his ſervants.” * What was the matter? Being 


informed by him that a libel on his his Majeſty was ſtuck up 
at the palace, but ſo high that it hardly could be read from 
below, he ordered it to be taken down, and placed again in 

ſuch a manner, that people might be able to read it, without 


diſtorting their neck s, x 


, | 
Among the enemies of the human race, foremoſt appear 
the petty PRINCES OF GERMANY, who enact the ravages of 
deſpotiſm on a ſmaller, and conſequently more oppreflive 
ſcale ; who plunder the peaſant to maintain abſurdly diſpro- 
portioned eſtabliſhments ; who drag him from his home, the _ 
ſon from his parents, the huſband from his family, to form 
under the rigour of military diſcipline the inſtruments of new 
exaction; who ſell the blood of their ſubjects to ſwell the 
pride of a maſter, and have the inſolence to call this Go- 


VERNMENT, Z Ros, 


If a controverſy ariſe betwixt a Prinee and ſome of the 
people, in a matter where the law is ſilent, or doubtful, and 
the thing be of great conſequence, I ſhould think the proper 
umpire, in ſuch a caſe, ſhould be the body of the people. 
Rut if the Prince, or whoever they may be in adminiſtration, 
decline that way of determination, the appeal then lies no 
- where but to heaven; force between either perſons, wha 
have no known ſuperior on earth, or which admits no appeal 
to a judge on earth, being properly a ſtate of war, wherein 
the appeal lies only to heaven; in that ſtate the injured party 
mufl judge for himſelf, when he will think fit to make uſe of 
that appeal, and put himſelf upon it, | LOCKE, 

A Houſe of Commons fairly elected by the great body of 

the people, whoſe Members ſhall frequently return to the com- 
mon maſs, and be removed from the temptation of convert- 
ing a public truſt to private benefit, is that organ of the 
public will, which the acknowleded principles of our Go- 


verament preſcribe, and which none can oppoſe, but thoſe 


| who are accuſtomed to ſeek, under the ſpecious pretext of 
public duty, the ſordid gratification of private avarice or am- 
bition, "Theſe opponents are numerous and mighty 4 
firm, determined band, who can alone be ſubdued by an equally 
firm and equally determined union of all the friends of a free 
Government, deriving its energy from the public will, and 
directed to the common happineſs of a whole people. Rovs. 
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Abſolute Monarchs are but men; and if Government is to 


det __—_ of thoſe evils, which neceſſarily follow from 
men being judg 


es in their own caſes, and the ſtate of nature 
js therefore not to be endured, I deſire to know what kind of 
Government that is, and how much better it is than the 


ſtate of nature, where one man commanding a multitude, 


has the liberty to be judge in own caſe, and may do to all 
his ſubjects whatever he pleaſes without the leaſt liberty to 
any one to queſtion or controul thoſe who execute his plea- 
ſure? and in whatſoever he doth, whether led by reaſon, 
miſtake or paſſion, muſt be ſubmitred to! much better it is 


in the ſtate of nature, wherein men are not bound to ſubmit 


to the unjuſt will of another: And if he that judges, judges 
amiſs in his own, or any other cafe, he is anſwerable for it 


to the reſt of mankind,. LOCKE, 


He that, in the ſtate of ſociety, would take away the 
freedom belonging to thoſe of that ſociety or commanwealth, 


muſt be ſuppoſed to deſign to take away from them every 
* thing elſe, and fo be looked upon as in a fate of war. 


LOCKE, 
XV, 


- "> "Phis end of the law being to protect and redreſs the in- 


nocent, by an unbiafſed application of it to all who are un- 
der it; wherever that is not bona fide done, war is made upon 
the ſufferers, who having no appeal on earth to right them, 


they are left to the only appeal in ſuch caſes, an appeal to 


Heaven. | | LOCKE. 
| XVI. | 

Conqueſt is as far from ſetting up any government, EE 
demoliſhing a houſe is from building a new one in the place. 


Indeed it often makes way for a new frame of a common- 


wealth, by deſtroying the former; but without the conſent 


of the people can never ere a new one. LOCKE, 


There i* no error more common, or more dangerous, 


than that an vnr+*tt ained induigence of appetite is generally 
a ended with a liberal, humane, and merciful temper; nor 


ie here any opii ion more faiſe and more fatal, or which de- 


mands to be more ſteadily controverted, than that libertiniſm 
and good rature are natural and neceſſary aſſociates. For 


after all that corrupt poets, and more corrupt philoſophers, 


have told us of the blandiſhments of pleaſure, and of its 


tendency 


„ 
tendeney to ſoften the temper, and humanize the affections, 


it is certain, that nothing hardens the heart like exceſſive and 
unbounded luxury; and he who refuſes the feweſt gratificati- 


ons to his own voluptuouſneſs, will generally be found the 


leaſt ſuſceptible of tenderneſs for the wants of others. The 
cruelties at Rome bore an exact proportion to the diſſolut- 


neſs at Capræ; and it is not leſs natorious, that the Imperial 


Fidler- became more barbarous, as he grew more profligate. 
Proſperity, ſays the Arabian proverb, fills the heart till it makes 
it hard; and the dangerous pits and ſnares for human virtue 


are thoſe which are ſo covered with the flowers of proſperous 
fortune, that it requires a cautious foot, and a vigilant eye, 


to eſcape them. 


| REFLECTIONS ON THE MANNERS OF THE GREAT, 


It being the intereſt of the people to have a fair and equal 
repreſentatino ; whoever brings it neareſt to that, is an un- - 


doubted friend to and eſtabliſner of the Government, and 


cannot rhiſs the conſent and approbation of the community; 


prerogative being nothing but a power, in the hands of the 
Prince, to provide for the public good, in ſuch caſes, which 
depending upon unforſeen and uncertain occurrences, certain 


and unalterable laws could not ſafely direct, whatſoever ſhall 


be done manifeſtly for the good of the people, and the eſtab- 
liſhing the Government upon its true foundations, is, and 


always will be, juſt prerogative. The power of erecting 


new corporations, and therewith new repreſentatiyes, carries 
with it a ſuppoſition, that in time the meaſures of 1epreſen- 
taion might vary, and theſe places have a juſt right to be 
repreſented which before had none; and by the ſame reaſon 
thoſe ceaſe to have a right, and be too inconſiderable for ſuch 
a privilege, which before had it. It is not a change from 
the preſent ſtate, which corruption or decay has introduced, 
that makes an inroad upon the Government, but the ten- 
dency of it to injure or oppreſs the people, and to ſet up one 
part or party, with a diſtinction from, and an unequal ſub- 
jection of the reſt, Whatſoever cannot but be acknowledged 

to be of advantage to the ſociety, and people in general, up- 
on juſt and laſting meaſures, will always, when done. juſtify 
itſelf; and whenever the people ſhall chuſe their repreſenta- 


tives upon juſtand undeniably equal meaſures, ſuitable to the 


original frame of the Government, it cannot be doubted 


to be the will and act of the ſociety, whoever permitted or 


cauſed them fo to do. Lock E ON GOVERNMENT. 
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To aſx how you may be guarded from harm, or injury, “& 
that fide where the ſtrongeſt hand is to do it, is preſently 
the voice of faction and rebellion: as if when men quitted the 
ſtate of nature & entered into ſociety, they agreed that all of 
them but one ſhould be under the reſtraint of the laws, but 
that he ſhould {till retain all the liberty of the ſtate of nature, 
increaſed with power, and made licentious by impunity. 
This is to think, that men are ſo fooliſh; that they take 
care to avoid what miſchiefs may be done them by pole-cats = 
or foxes, but are content, nay, think it ſafety, to be devoured 
a ˖ | JJ 
7 Ix: | © OT IRETe M0 
All men being born under Government, ſom? or other, it is im- 
HPoſſible any of them ever ſhould be free, and at liberty to unite tos 
gether, and begin a new one, or ever be able to erect a lawful Go 
vernment. | %%% STERN OT 
If this argument be good, F aſk, how came ſo many law- 
ful Monarchi:s into the world? for if any body, upon this 
ſuppoſition, can ſhew me any one man in any age of the 
. 'warld, free to begin a lawful Monarchy, I will be bound to 
ſhew him ten other free men at liberty, at the ſame time 10 
unite and begin a new Government under à regal, or any 
> other ferm; it being demonſtration, that if any one, born 
un ler the dominion of another, may be ſo free as to have a 
right to command others in a new and diſtinct empire, every 
one that is born under the dominion of another, may be ſa + 
free too, and may become a ruler, or ſubject of a diſtincr- 
ſeparate Government. And fo by this their own principle, 
all men, however born, are free, or elſe there is but one la- 
ful Prince, one lawful Government in the world. een, 
1 1 . 8 5 
© SETS There might be ſome propriety in giving this title to Henry 
5 himſelf; but to call George the Third Defender of the Faith, 
8G becauſe Harry the Eighth wrote a book, is as ridiculouſly ab- | 
* 5 ſurd, as if you were to call him Poet, becauſe Richard tubes 
| Third wrote verſes. 97 75 „„ Lye Yon. 
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